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When Sir Samuel Hoare immediately proceeded to
speak, as he did speak, in the League Assembly, and
when thereafter Mr. Baldwin and his political asso-
ciates took this proclamation of loyalty to the League
as the main plank in an electioneering campaign
through which they obtained another four or five
years' tenure of office, the most charitable account
of their conduct would be that they were bluffing,
while, on a harsher interpretation, they were deliber-
ately throwing dust in the eyes of the electorate ot
the United Kingdom and of the Governments and
peoples of all the states members'of the League whom
they persuaded to participate in the imposition of
economic sanctions,1

Both interpretations are probably correct. There
was in this remarkably dishonest speech an element of
bluff towards Italy, a bluff utterly futile when directed
against a gambler-whose whole instinct is always to
*go bank.'

The chief victim of the dust-throwing was Ethiopia.
The Emperor had watched the steady progress of Italian
preparations during the summer, the period of tropical
rains when all transport and movement is difficult iu
the Abyssinian highlands. On August 14th he had
appealed to the League in a Note, of which the truth
must have been clear to every foreign diplomat.

_ The Royal Italian Government is continuing to
send troops and ammunition to East.Africa. It is
ceaselessly manufacturing arms and implements of
war, with the openly avowed intention of using them
against the Ethiopian Empire. There is no manufac-
ture in Ethiopia* either public or private, of arms and
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